[Maternal serum concentration of corticotropin releasing hormone (CRF) as a marker of preterm labor].
There is still an urgent need for obstetricians to develop new, noninvasive, accurate methods of diagnosing preterm labor. The purpose of this study was to evaluation of maternal serum corticotropin-releasing factor concentrations and its concentration with onset of labor. The analysis was undertaken of women hospitalized in Research Institute Polish Mother's Memorial Hospital-Clinical of Perinatology (2001-2002) year with pregnancy between 16 to 35 weeks. All pregnancies were singleton gestation free of medical complications but with threatened labor. Maternal peripheral blood samples were obtained from antecubital vein during the first day of hospitalization. The control group consisted of 77 pregnant who delivered term infants whose growth was appropriate for gestational age. The study group consisted of pregnant women who gave preterm delivery. The serum CRF concentrations were measured using EIA method. Maternal serum CRF concentration in control group was 7.28 +/- 1.92 ng/ml. The material was obtained in 26.2 +/- 4.5 week of gestation. CRF concentration in studied group was 6.37 +/- 1.86 ng/ml +/- and the serum was obtained in 24.3 +/- 4.9 ng/ml weeks of gestation. The results were paradoxically significantly higher in control group. Our results were not in agreement with the findings of other investigators.